Extended use of sodium tetradecyl sulfate in treatment of hemangiomas and other related conditions.
Sodium tetradecyl sulfate, a sclerosing agent, has been used in 18 patients in the treatment of difficult hemangiomas not amenable to surgery alone, with or without adjunctive operation, in eyelid and lip lesions, in saccular and large posterior and hypopharyngeal hemangiomas, in Klippel-Trenaunay syndrome, in variceal bleeding around a Koch ileal pouch, and as an adjunct to selective embolization in a patient with a facial A-V malformation. Sodium tetradecyl sulfate was injected intralesionally in aliquots of 0.05 to 0.1 cc at multiple sites in total doses not exceeding 2.0 to 4.0 cc. Two patients showed questionable or no improvement. The remaining 16 patients experienced modest to striking improvement with only very minimal complications in the form of superficial desquamation of skin. The conclusion is, therefore, that sodium tetradecyl sulfate, used appropriately, is a safe and frequently effective agent in the treatment of hemangiomas and a number of similar or related problems. Clinical results will be presented.